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Summary
The England Bookkeeping History and Ympyn’s Bookkeeping

Eiichi Yoshizawa

The first exposition of the subject was issued in Venice 1494.

The book is titled Summa de Arithmetica Geometria Proportioni et
Proportionalita.

The well known Luca Pacioli’s Summa, of which many copies have survived
includes a section on double entry bookkeeping as practiced in Venice.

The year 1543 was an eventful one in the history of bookkeeping, for it saw the
introduction of Paciolo’s work into three countries, translations of the De Computis
appearing almost at the same time in Dutch, French, and English.

Of the first tow we mentioned that a work by Jan Ympyn Christoffels in Dutch
appeared at Antwerp in 1543, and a French translation of it the same year, which
also marked the introduction of Italian methods into England.

The English translation of Paciolo also appeared in England in 1543. It was
written by Hugh Oldcastle, a teacher of arithmetic, and is the first treatise on
bookkeeping in language of which we possess any record. No original copy of
Oldcastle’s work is, unfortunately, known on exist, and our knowledge of it is
derived from a reprint issued in 1588 by John Mellis, who describes himself as a
“Scholemaister.”

In 1547 a work appeared in London with the title of : “A notable and very
excellent work, expressyng and declaryng the maner forme how to kepe a boke of
accomptes or reconynges, &c.” This is an English translation of Jan Ympyn’s work.

James Peele, teacher and clerk at Christ’s Hospital, wrote the oldest English
bookkeeping texts which survive intact. The first, The maner and fourme how to
kepe a perfecte reconyng 1553 was in the tradition of Pacioli, though Peele added
instructions for keeping ledger accounts and used more illustrative entries.

The Pathe-way to perfectness 1569, a larger work in the form of a diologue
between teacher and student, included detailed instructions for ledger closings.

Peele’s second book and John Weddington’s Breffe Instruction 1567 contain the
first English departures from the Italian tradition of double entry.

In the future, a certain level of standadization of Bookkeeping history will

become necessary in Japanese junior colleges to promote Bookkeeping education.



