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Summary
The Historical Analysis of the Educational Tradition and the Formation of Social Capital

— The Local Education and the Leader in Isesaki Region —

Hisami Matsuzaki

Social capital can be scrutinized both from theoretical and empirical perspectives. I
have analyzed how social capital affected regional economies in my book dealing the
economic history of Isesaki weaving industry. In my last analysis I have successfully
shown that the volume of social capital could be changed due to the structure of
regional economies. However, I have failed in finding the effect of ideological or
religious elements towards social capital.

In this article I scrutinize the regional tradition of education in the Edo period. In
this area the education of confucianism and mathematics were popular among not
only the governing class but also the governed classes.

Many scholars developed own knowledge in the region and in other regions, then
they taught young people in the quasi public schools or own private schools. Through
such education, the leaders in this region could develop their own practical ethics
and broad perspectives. Without those acquired skill and attitude the social network
could not be originated under unprecedented and risky environment.

Conclusively, the tradition of regional education contributed very much in the

formation of social capital in the region.

Keywords Social Capital, Isesaki Weaving Industry, Confucianism, Network,
Quasi Public School
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