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Summary
Consideration of Comenius’ Thoughts on Childcare and Education
— With a Focus on Mother School and School of Infancy —

Yuko Igarashi

Johann Amos Comenius set up the idea of pansophism to teach everyone
everything in all aspects. In the late 1630s, he advocated the single-track school
system from 1 to 24 years old that anyone could go on to the next state of education
and envisaged the Mother School for babies and toddlers aged 1-6. In the late 1650s,
he envisaged eight types of school in which a human life span was divided into eight
and envisaged the School of Infancy for babies and toddlers aged 1-6. At the School
of Infancy, infants aged up to 6 were further divided into six developmental stages.
He thought that education during the period of baby and toddler was important.

With regard to the method of teaching in infant education, Comenius emphasized
the importance of p/ay. And he published Orbis Pictus, to embody the intuitive
teaching method. It is a textbook for children with illustrations and is the world’s
first picture book. Comenius  thoughts had a significant influence on the subsequent

development of the thoughts on childcare and education.

Keywords Comenius, Pansophism, Mother School, School of Infancy,
Intuitive Teaching Method
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