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Summary
History of Family Day Care in Japan and Trends in Studies of Family Day Care

Yuko Igarashi

In Japan, family day care is considered to have originated from “daytime foster
care” in Kyoto city in 1950 and has a history of at least 60 years; however, it has
not had a smooth course. This paper traced the history of the Japanese family day-
care system and found that family day care has not gained constant social or political
acclaim and has not been quantitatively expanded, although it has a long history and
has played a certain role in child-care support. However, family day care has again
attracted attention as a measure for children on waiting lists under the support
system for children and child-rearing. We investigated the attention directed to
family day care and the discussion about family day care in the context of the history
of family day care through a review of previous studies. Moreover, we determined
the perspective required for studies of family day care for the further development

of the child-care system.

Keywords family day care, daytime foster care, infant day care,

measures for children on waiting lists, review of previous studies
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