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Summary
The concept of love of one’s neighbor as drawn from Augustine’s Trinity theory :

Exploring the substance of love in Volume 8

Shuichiro Kunori

Augustine’'s “The Trinity” consists of 15 volumes. He began his own research
in Volume 8 to explore the analogy of God in the human spirit. Based on his faith
that “God is love,” he created the Trinity model of God in the spirit of the logical
consideration of the Trinity and the soul. From another point of view, this model
beautifully expresses the human love for God and love for self, but it is not clear
about neighbor love. The purpose of this study is to construct such a model for
neighbor love based on Augustine's Trintiy theory, and to use it in the future
to construct a principle of social welfare. To that end, we have re-examined the
arguments in order from the beginning of Volume 8 from the perspective of neighbor
love. In this paper, we covered Chapter 6 of the eighth volume to the final chapter,
Chapter 10. Based on his faith in the Holy Spirit and on love, St. Augustine revealed
the form of righteousness and the substance of love contained in Caritas. In his
conclusion, he presents the Trinity of Love as a quest. Through his argument, we
learn that Caritas is a harmony of God’s love, self-love, and neighbor love, though, we
think that neighbor love is emphasized. If so, Augustine’s original intention, which
explored the Caritas-based Trinity, is completely in line with the purpose of this
study. That purpose is to clarify the outline of the Trinity of neighbor love, which

Augustine was unable to achieve.

Keywords Augustine, the Trinity, Volume 8, Caritas
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