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Summary
A Study on Augustine’s Theory of Social Trinity:
Possibility of a Trinity Model for Neighbor Love

Shuichiro Kunori

This paper emphasizes that Augustine's Trinity is often referred to as
psychological, but more socially. In this study, the author examined the possibility
of a three-way model of love of neighbor, based on the principle of love proposed
by Augustine: “the lover, what is being loved, and the action of love.” I believe that
understanding love of neighbor from the Trinity theory is more meaningful than
psychologically analyzing the Trinity of memory, intellect, and will, because love of
neighbor is the basis of society. A similar approach was found in the 12th century
by Ricardus, who wrote the Trinity of Love fellowship. While his Trinity is said
to be mysterious, the author believes that the argument in this paper is social and
scientific. In this research, a novel discussion based on Volume 8 was conducted
from a completely different perspective than the psychological considerations in the
Trinity theory, Volume 9, and beyond. As a result, the possibility of a three-way
model was found for neighbors who love each other based on common love. The

challenge for the future is to deepen our understanding of this common love.

Keywords Augustine, Social Trinity, Trinity of Love, Love of Neighbor
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