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Summary
A Study on Augustine’s Theory of Social Trinity:

Trinity Model in Conversion

Shuichiro Kunori

Augustine explained the Trinity of conversion using the Platonic good-mind
relationship in Volume 8 of The Trinity Theory. The author is very interested in the
relationship between the target social trinity model and the conversion trinity. To
clarify this point, this paper examines the following four perspectives. The first is the
trinity of love, which is the fundamental idea of Augustine’s theory of the Trinity: the
relationship with “the lover, what is being loved, and the action of love”. The second
is the relationship with various Bible articles, such as conversion and repentance for
individuals, groups, and communities. The third is the force that acts on the mind
when considering good or God as a field, based on Pannenberg’s field theory. The
fourth is the understanding of conversion as an outward act in Pannenberg’s theory of
the Trinity. The results of the examination can be summarized in the following two
points. First, the conversion trinity model can be understood as an outward act of
the spiritual trinity model of memory, wisdom, will, or love discussed by Augustine.
Second, the trinity model of conversion seems to explain the collective conversion
of the Bible as an analogy. From the above conclusions, it seems that Augustine’s
theory of trinity is extended to the theory of social trinity by adding the trinity of

conversion to the trinity in spirit.

Keywords Augustine, Conversion, Pannenberg, Field Theory, Social Trinity
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