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Summary
A Study cocerninng Advisory Panel on the Supplementary Resolution

on the Bill for the Special Measures Law Imperial House Law

Itsuo Yokote

The Constitution of Japan, Article 2 provides that “The Imperial Throne shall be
dynastic and succeeded to in accordannce with the Imperial House Law passed by
the Diet.” And the Imperial House Law, Article 4 provides that “Upon the demise of
the Emperor, the Imperial Heir shall immediately accede to the Throne.

The Imperial House Law Special Law allowing the abdication of the emperor was
passed on June 9 in 2017. On March 23, 2021, the Prime Minister held a meeting
of the advisory panel on the supplementary resolution for the bill for the Special
Measures Law on the Imperial House Law Concerning the Abdication of His Majesty
the Emperor and other matters.

Upon this panel various discussions on the Imperial succession took place. This
paper exmines issues and the challenges of Japanese Constitution concerning the

“Ensuring the stability of succesion to the throne”.

Keywords Imperial succesion system, Supplementary resorution for the bill for the Special

Measures Law on the Imperial House Law, Imperial famale family branches
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